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He suddenly sat down, sighed: “Oh my, It’s really all over. She has even blocked me on QQ. |
mean usually when she tried to break up with me, the worst case was not picking up my phone
call. This time | think | really need to go back to deal with it.”

That is what Zhou said the last time | met him.

After that conversation Zhou quit his job in the factory and went back home to fight for his
marriage, and never came back.

Zhou’s wife used to work in the same factory. She worked on the assembly line producing locks.
| got to know her through Zhou.

Once she told me that her marriage with Zhou was not really a thoroughly thought through act.



At that time, she was very young, and her family thought she should get married before working
outside since a couple have a bigger chance of surviving the tough life outside than if you are
single. So her relatives introduced her to a man from the neighboring village and they got married
as everybody expected. At that time Zhou was 21-years-old and had already worked for three
years in factories. People thought Zhou was honest and hard-working, and therefore a man a
young woman can rely on.

After getting married, this young couple went to Zhejiang and worked in this factory thanks to the
introduction of one of their fellow villagers.

The next year, their son was born.

“The kid is still too young, her (wife’s) parents take care of him back in our hometown. | will get him
here to go to school when he is older” Zhou always told me.

This year, Zhou’s wife decided to go home earlier before the Chinese New Year holiday started.
When she came back to her parents’ place, she all of sudden asked for a divorce. At that time
when his wife was breaking up with him, Zhou looked really upset all day and checked his
smartphone all the time.

In the end, he drew a conclusion that his wife must have had an affair and wished to get rid of him
while she is still young and can get married again.

“If I can’t persuade her to stay, | will at least keep our son” Zhou said.
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| have never met Zhou’s son A Bao since he was kept back at their rural hometown.

Once Zhou took out his smartphone to show me the photo of his son. This photo was taken at last
Chinese New Year when they came back to visit their parents. In this photo his son was standing in
front of a vegetable field, eating the marble chocolate Zhou brought to him. The boy was wearing a
coat which looked slightly too big for him. Zhou told me this coat was a new one especially for the
Chinese New Year, and because of this over sized coat his wife had a big row with him.

Zhou thought since the kid was growing quickly they should buy an oversized coat so that it
wouldn’t get too small too soon. However his wife thought the Chinese New Year is only once per
year, so a new coat for the Chinese New Year should look good and just fit.

In the end, they still bought an oversized one as Zhou insisted. However his wife was really
unhappy and this conflict was mentioned by her many time as an example of ‘not sharing the same

values’ as Zhou.
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To you who used to be my beloved one.

One day after the Chinese New Year, Zhou’s Qzone (social media profile) popped up with a new
post. The post written by Zhou himself, was a few lines and a photo - the one of his son which he
had shown to me before.

He had written: You finally left, there is nothing | can do. The kid can’t get a hukou (household
registration), whatever, let it be. “| am so tired” is the last line.

| tried to call Zhou, only to find however that he had changed his mobile number.

A few days later, Zhou replied to my message on QQ, he told me that he had divorced and his wife
didn’t ask for the custody of their son. He is now in his hometown, life had to move on. At the end
he said ‘thank you’. “I thought all my previous friends would ignore me and forget me. You are the

first one | know who tried to call me and care about me. Thank you.”
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She became a mother when she was 19-years-old. People can't tell she is the mother of a three-
and-half-year-old boy.

She always complains about her boring job on the assembly line, however to her the even more
unbearable thing seems to be the ugly factory uniform. So, the first thing she does after work is to
take off the uniform.

She always likes to talk about fashion with me. A denim jacket and jeans is her favorite outfit.

“It looks cool” she says.



Denim and QQ both are her ‘new love’ after working outside.

She had a QQ account many years ago but didn’t use it actively before working outside, partially
because she didn’t go to internet Cafes regularly in her hometown.

Last year she bought a smartphone ‘Xiao Mi’ during the Chinese New Year’s Sale and now she
can’t go without her smartphone.

‘I don’t like chatting online, but | love viewing pictures and reading posts.”

“Some posts speak exactly to my feelings, those that | myself can’t express properly otherwise, so
| also frequently shared many such posts.”

“When you are young you should go outside and see the world, otherwise you don’t even know
what you really want.” one of the posts said so and it is so right.”

“Also ‘One should at least go through one passionate and unforgettable romance in the world,
even at the price of a miserable end.’ | feel real regret about getting married too early. My fellow
workers said given my situation | could easily find somebody better, like someone with a city
hukou.(household registration).”

Whenever Hu said so, | saw an unyielding look sparking in her eyes and faint sadness flickering
across her lips.

Since her divorce with Zhou, Hu also blocked me on her QQ. | have nowhere to follow her story.

| checked screenshots of her Qzone (social media profile) stored in my computer. Her Qzone title
is “Tenderness in Paris”, the last post she shared on this profile was called “Why not go for a real
love”.

Nobody commented on this post. She herself ‘liked’ it.
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